Information for volunteers
Cardigan Bay is home to Europe’s largest resident population of bottlenose dolphins as well as breeding grey seals, seabirds and internationally important marine habitats. Much of the coastline is designated as SSSI and there are two marine Special Areas of Conservation. Ceredigion County Council runs a small wildlife and boating information centre on the harbour at New Quay (the Cardigan Bay Boat Place), a patrol boat to promote the code of conduct and wildlife friendly boating, coordinates Dolphin Watch, a long running programme monitoring marine mammals and boating activity, and in 2009, will be running a series of guided walks focusing on marine wildlife.
We are looking for volunteers to assist with all of these programmes, working with the Council’s conservation team in New Quay. The programmes will be running from the start of May to the end of September. A number of positions are available and we require a minimum commitment of ½ a day per week for the Boat Place and Patrol Boat; Dolphin Watch or guided walk volunteers must be able to commit at least two hours per week.
Working hours vary: 
· The Boat Place is open Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays from 12.00 to 6pm. Volunteers work with staff to provide information to the public about our marine life and its conservation. The centre has great views of the sea and dolphins were seen almost every day that it was open last year.
· The patrol boat operates variable hours (depending on tides) over weekends and Bank Holidays and midweek in the summer. It is a small open boat so can be wet and physically demanding! Most patrols are four hours but this does vary - we are looking for volunteers who are able to commit to a patrol on a regular day of the week, whatever time it happens to be. The SAC Officer is a qualified skipper; the crew will be required to assist with the operation of the boat, hand out information to other boaters and maintain a log of the patrol.
· Guided walks will take place on weekends and public holidays, led by the Education Warden with the help of a volunteer. Again, times vary so flexibility is needed if you want to help with walks. 
· Dolphin Watch runs on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from May to September from 11am to 5pm with each watch taking two hours. It is based at four sites on the cliffs between New Quay and Mwnt. Training will be given but you will have to be self motivated and have transport to get to the watch site.
We are looking for reliable, confident people with excellent interpersonal skills and a good knowledge of our coastal wildlife. To help with the boat you must be a confident swimmer, fit and healthy, ideally with some boating experience, but basic training and safety equipment is provided.
Return form by March 20th by post to Ben Sampson, Cardigan Bay SAC Officer, Coast and Countryside Section, Ceredigion County Council, Penmorfa, Aberaeron, Ceredigion SA46 0PA or email to bens@ceredigion.gov.uk

Application Form for Ceredigion Coastal Conservation Volunteers
	Name:
	Address:

	Email:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Mobile no:
	

	Relevant experience / knowledge / qualifications:

(coastal wildlife, visitor liaison, boating etc)

	I would like to volunteer for:

(please tick all that apply)
	Timing requires a certain amount of flexibility (especially for the walks and boat patrols) but I am generally able to commit:

	Boat Place information assistant
	
	Thursdays between…………and……….…

Fridays between………….….and……….…

Saturdays between……….…and……….…

Sundays between…………...and……….…

Mondays between…………...and……….…

	Patrol boat crew 

	
	

	Guided walks assistant
	
	

	Dolphin Watch


	
	

	Signed:


	Date:


